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APTA K IS I C-TRIPP  
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1231 Weiland Buffalo Grove, IL, 60089 
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Dr. Julie Brua 
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Ms. Jessica McIntyre 
Assistant Principal 

 

WELCOME  
Augusrt 2009 
 
Dear Student, 
 
We encourage you to explore the co-curricular programs at Aptakisic Junior High School 
and then make a commitment to part icipate in as many activities as possible.  This 
booklet will be helpful in understanding the wide variety of activities that exist.  Some 
of the activities require you to try-out, while others embrace all students that choose to 
part icipate.  Being in an after school activity gives you an opportunity to make new 
friends, learn new skills, share a common interest, and to develop a sense of belonging 
in your school. 
 
Students may choose from academic clubs, service clubs, athletics (interscholastic), 
music, art, or drama.  There may be activities offered through after-school programs.  
Please watch for brochures and announcements in the Arrowhead and during Advisory 
about additional programs for students.  
 
Academics are only one part of the educational experience.  By becoming involved 
students have the opportunity to develop emotionally, socially, mentally, physically, and 
culturally.  We encourage you to take advantage of the activities provided and enjoy 
your two years at Aptakisic Junior High School. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Dr. Julie Brua                     Ms. Jessica McIntyre 
   Principal      Assistant Principal 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

 
 

 In order to try-out and participate in any extracurricular sport, a student 
MUST have a physical and parent permission on file with the school Nurse.  
Sport physicals are only good for one (1) year from the date of the physical. 

 
 In order to part icipate in any extracurricular sport/activity, students must 

maintain appropriate grades and behavior. Students need to maintain a 
passing grade point average with absolutely no failing grades (F), as outlined in 
the athletic handbook. 

 
 

 Students who do not meet the required grade point average will be held out of 
practice/games/ performances for a one- week period (eligibility is determined 
every Friday). 

 
 Students who misbehave (detention) will also miss practice/games/ 

performances.  An ISS may result in no part icipation for five school days from 
the day of the suspension.  An OSS may result in no part icipation in activities for 
twenty school days counted from the first day the student returns.  

 
 Part icipating in school activities is a tremendous responsibility.  Please make 

every effort to be at practice, games, or performances.  Lots of people are 
depending on you! 

 
Basketball           $30   Cheerleading $30 

Cross Country   $30 Poms  $30 

Track & Field   $30 Volleyball $30  

Wrestling   $30  Soccer  $30 

Scholastic Bowl   $30   

 
 
 
 

 HAVE FUN! 
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BASKETBALL  - GIRLS & BOYS  
 

Time commitment:  Practice and/or home games four to five days per week. 
 
Procedures for joining:  Seventh and eighth grade girls have try-outs during early 
September.  Boys will have try-outs in mid-October. The times will be announced.  All 
students must have a current physical on file, maintain academic eligibility, and 
demonstrate positive behavior in the school and on the team. 
 
Description:  Students develop the fundamental skills of passing, dribbling, and 
shooting, as well as offensive and defensive plays.  Other skills include advanced 
defensive guarding, rebounding, and play making.  The students will part icipate in 
games and tournaments. 
 
Membership limit:  Each team will consist of 12 to 15 students, plus a manager and a 
scorekeeper.   
 
Season:  The season for seventh and eighth grade girls is from early September to the 
end of October.  The boysÕ season lasts late mid-October to mid January. 
 
Other pertinent information: Basketball is a great sport to learn the value of 
teamwork. A student must part icipate in physical education on the day of practice or a 
game, or they will be ineligible for that day.  A student who serves an in-school 
suspension will be ineligible for 5 school days after serving the suspension.  An out-of-
school suspension will result in the student being ineligible for 20 school days following 
his/her return. 
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CHEERLEADING  
  
Time commitment: Practice and/or home games three to five-day per week. 
 
Procedures for joining: Students attend an informational meeting in the early part of 
September. They may attend one or more of the clinics scheduled for September 19th, 
20th, and 21st, to learn the cheers used in tryouts. Try-outs will be held September  
25th.  Students must have a current physical on file to part icipate in the clinics and try-
outs.  All cheerleaders must maintain academic eligibility and demonstrate positive 
behavior in the school and on the squad. 
 
Description:  Students are expected to part icipate in all practices, cheer at all home 
games, attend competition practices and take part in the cheerleading competitions.  
The cheerleaders learn basic cheers, routines and basic stunts. 
             
Membership limit: There will be 16 varsity and 16 junior varsity cheerleaders. 
 
Season:  The season lasts from the end of September to middle of February. 
     
Other pertinent information: Upon selection, for the squad, the student will be 
issued a uniform.  The student will need to provide a body suit, briefs, socks, and 
cheerleading shoes.  A student must part icipate in physical education on the day of 
practice or a game or they will be ineligible for that day.   A student who serves an in 
school suspension will be ineligible for 5 school days after serving the suspension.  An 
out-of -school suspension will result in the student being ineligible for 20 school days 
following her return. 
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CROSS COUNTRY - BOYS & GIRLS 
 
Time commitment: Practice is normally 1 hour after school three to five days a week; 
meets last about 2 hours, with a range of 8 to 10 meets per year. 
 
Description: Cross-country is distance running (1 1/2 to 2 miles) on school grounds, 
parks, or forest preserves. 
 
Procedures for joining:  There will be an organizational meeting and sign up the first 
week of school.  Students must have a current physical on file, maintain academic 
eligibility, and demonstrate positive behavior in the school and on the team. 
 
Membership limit: Unlimited - no cuts. 
 
Season: The season lasts from late August to mid-October. 
 
Other pertinent information: Cross-country provides conditioning for other sports 
and one where much improvement can be made in a short period of time.  A student 
must part icipate in physical education on the day of practice or a meet or they will be 
ineligible for that day.  A student who serves an in-school suspension will be ineligible 
for 5 school days after serving the suspension.  An out-of-school suspension will result 
in the student being ineligible for 20 school days following his/her return. 
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POMS 
  

Time commitment: Practices take place twice a week (Tuesdays and Thursdays) from 
3:00pm until  4:45pm. Poms performs for the BoysÕ Volleyball games which take place 
approximately 2-3 times per week, Monday through Thursday. The season runs from 
Mid-February to Mid-May. 
 
Procedures for joining: Attend organizational meeting and sign up for tryouts.  
Students must have a current physical on file, maintain academic eligibility, and 
demonstrate positive behavior in the classroom and on the team. 
 
Description:  Students perform routines to music at volleyball games.  
 
Membership limit: There is one team (7th and 8th grade) with 15-20  students. 
  
Season: Mid-February through Mid- May.  
 
Other pertinent information: Students must purchase Poms  shoes, a bodysuit, 
socks and a pair of briefs. There is also a $30 athletic fee.   A student must part icipate 
in physical education on the day of practice or a meet or they will be ineligible for that 
day.  A student who serves an in-school suspension will be ineligible for 5 school days 
after serving the suspension.  An out-ofÐschool suspension will result in the student 
being ineligible for 20 school days following her return. 
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SOCCER-BOYS & GIRLS 
 
Time commitment: Practice and/or games three to five days a week. 
 
Procedures:  Students must try-out and attendance at all try-out dates is strongly 
encouraged.  Students must have a current physical on file before try-outs, maintain 
academic eligibility, and demonstrate positive behavior in the classroom.  Selection to 
the team is primarily based upon skills, academic progress, and attitude. 
 
Description:  This is a competitive sport (Co-Ed) and the team will compete in our 
conference.  Students must demonstrate knowledge of the basic skills of soccer while 
learning new skills refining old skills. Practices include position play, offensive 
techniques, defensive sets and strategies and specialized conditioning/skills work. 
 
Membership Limit: There will be one team consisting of approximately fifteen 7th and 
8th grade girls and boys, plus managers. 
 
Season: Early September through late October. 
 
Other pertinent information: Students will purchase shin guards and soccer shoes 
for contests.  A student must part icipate in physical education on the day of practice or 
a meet or they will be ineligible for that day.  A student who serves an in-school 
suspension will be ineligible for 5 school days after serving the suspension.  An out-ofÐ
school suspension will result in the student being ineligible for 20 school days following 
his/her return. 
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TRACK - BOYS & GIRLS 
  
Time commitment: Practice and/or meets three to five days a week. 
 
Procedures for joining: Attend organizational meeting and sign up (this is a no-cut 
sport). The student must have a current physical on file, maintain academic eligibility, 
and demonstrate positive behavior in the classroom and on the team. 
 
Description:  There are field events such as shot put, long jump, discus, and high 
jump.  Track events include the 4 x 100 M, 4 x 200 M, 100 M hurdles, 1600 M, 800 M, 
400 M, 200 M, 100 M. dash, and 4 x 400 M relays. 
 
Membership limit: Unlimited - no cut 
 
Season: Late March through May 
 
Other pertinent information: This is an opportunity to excel in individual as well as 
team events.   A student must part icipate in physical education on the day of practice 
or a meet or they will be ineligible for that day.  A student who serves an in-school 
suspension will be ineligible for 5 school days after serving the suspension.  An out-of-
school suspension will result in the student being ineligible for 20 school days following 
his/her return. 
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VOLLEYBALL - BOYS & GIRLS 
  
Time commitment: 10 -15 hours a week, either practices or games 
 
Procedures for joining: Try-outs are held for two days; attendance at both sessions 
is required.  Students must have a current physical on file, must maintain academic 
eligibility, and demonstrate positive behavior in the classroom and on the court. 
 
Description:  This is a competitive team sport, which requires the students to 
demonstrate the basic skills of serving, passing (overhand and underhand), and setting.  
They will also learn how to spike and block, plus learn offensive and defensive team 
strategies. 
 
Membership limit: 12- 15 members per team, plus managers 
 
Season: Early January until middle of March for girls; end of March through the middle 
of May for boys. 
 
Other pertinent information: Practices are after school (a late bus home is provided 
for practices only) everyday and games are approximately twice per week.  We return 
to school from away games at approximately 7:00 p.m.  Students are expected to have 
their own rides on game nights.  I t is our belief that every player should have a chance 
to part icipate in every competition. However, equal playing time cannot be guaranteed.   
A student must part icipate in physical education on the day of practice or a meet or 
they will be ineligible for that day.  A student who serves an in-school suspension will 
be ineligible for 5 school days after serving the suspension.  An out-of-school 
suspension will result in the student being ineligible for 20 school days following his/her 
return. 
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WRESTLING 
  
Time commitment: Practice and/or meets and tournaments four to five days a week. 
 
Procedures for joining: Attend organizational meeting and sign up; must have a 
current physical on file; maintain academic eligibility and demonstrate positive behavior 
in the classroom and on the team. 
 
Description:  Weight classes are 65, 70, 75, 80, 85, 90, 95, 100, 105, 112, 119, 126, 
135, 145, 155, 167, 185, 215 and 275.  Headgear is mandatory.  There is one entry per 
weight class for a school, thus a wrestle off may be held.  A wrestler may win through a 
pin or by scoring points with different moves and holds. All skill levels are welcome.  
 
Membership limit: Unlimited - no cut 
 
Season: December through March (Pre-Season conditioning in November) 
 
Other pertinent information: This is an opportunity to excel in an individual event 
and still be part of a team.   As a wrestler, the student will gain self-confidence, poise, 
self-discipline, and endurance.  A student must part icipate in physical education on the 
day of practice or a meet or they will be ineligible for that day. A student who serves an 
in-school suspension will be ineligible for 5 school days after serving the suspension.  
An out-of -school suspension will result in the student being ineligible for 20 school days 
following his return. 
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ART CLUB 

 
Time Commitment:  Art Club takes place after school once a week.   
 
Procedure for Joining:  There is an informational meeting in October.  Art 
Club is open to all responsible and self-motivated students who love art. 
 
Description:   Students will further develop their individual art skills, work 
collaboratively with other students, and create artwork for the school as 
well as the community. 
 
Membership Limit:  Membership is limited to 20 students 
 
Duration:  Art Club runs from October to April 
 
Other Pertinent Information:  There is a $30 activity fee that will cover 
materials as well as an Art Club t-shirt. 
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BAND – CONCERT, SYMPHONIC, & JAZZ 
 
Time commitment: Students in Concert and Symphonic Band have small group or 
sectional rehearsals and full band rehearsals during school. Band is in place of Core 
Enrichment classes and is a graded course.  Students in Jazz Band rehearse on Monday 
nights. 
 
Procedures for joining: When students sign up for Concert and Symphonic Band 
they make a commitment to practice at home and attend rehearsals at school.  
Auditions are held for Jazz Band membership. 
 
Description:  Students learn techniques and skills to play their part icular instruments.  
They perform at school concerts, the District 125 Consort ium Concert, graduation, and, 
those who qualify, part icipate in solo and ensemble contest in February.  Other music 
contests or festivals may be entered in during the year at the discretion of the directors.   
             
Membership limit: Concert and Symphonic Band membership is unlimited.  Jazz Band 
membership will be determined by the director through audition. 
 
Duration: The commitment is an entire year.   
             
Other pertinent information: This is a commitment and attendance for rehearsals is 
required. 
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Aptakisic Junior High Chorus 
 

 
 

AJH S C horus 
 i s a great  place for  a student  t o explore t hei r  love of music and 

singing wi t h ot her  students who share t he same interest !   
 

T ime C ommi tment :  Chorus is year-long and during the day within the 
studentÕs schedule.  T he students come to M rs. Kruper each day during the 
assigned period.  Chorus rehearses every M onday and Wednesday.  T uesday, 
Thursday, and Friday are study halls. 
 
H ow to Join: There are no auditions for chorus.  I t is open everyone. 
Students who are interested in joining chorus should contact M rs. Simon at M M S 
or M rs. Kruper at AJH S.  
 

gsimon@aptakisic.k12.il.us   or    rkruper@aptakisic.k12.il.us 
 

D escr ipt ion: The AJH S Chorus performs several times throughout the school 
year.  Concerts are held at Stevenson H igh School in N ovember and M ay.  We 
also participate in the D istrict 125 Choral Consortium Concert at Stevenson in 
January with Daniel Wright, West Oak, and Woodlawn students.  In February, 
students who choose to participate in the I llinois Grade School M usic 
AssociationÕs Solo and Ensemble Contest perform for ratings and medals.  T he 
AJH S chorus also performs with the band and orchestra at M eridian M iddle 
School followed by a lunch trip to PortillosÕ in M ay.  Eighth grade chorus students 
perform at graduation. We sing a variety of repertoire and develop good vocal 
technique.  The chorus often incorporated dialogue and dance into the 
performances. 
 
M embership L imi t : Unlimited 
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DRAMA  
 
Time commitment: Actors: Students practice two days a week, either Monday and 
Wednesday, or Tuesday and Thursday. Practices run until 4:45pm until we get closer to 
show time, and then practices run later. Practices begin in early September and run 
until the second week of December.  All students involved are expected to be present. 
Stage Crew:  Two casts, Monday and Wednesday or Tuesday and Thursday (two days 
a week), until approximately 4:45pm, until we get closer to the show time. Stage crew 
will begin several weeks after the actors start. 
 
Procedures for joining: Students must audition if they want an on-stage part in the 
production. However, many students are also involved in choreography, make-up, and 
stage crew.  Students who are interested in being a member of the production or stage 
crew should see a sponsor. 8th graders who were in the show as 7th graders are eligible 
to apply to be student directors. 
 
Description:  Members part icipate in all aspects of a production of a play. Each cast 
will have an evening performance and a school day performance. 
 
Membership limit: Membership will vary depending upon the play.   
             
Duration: Approximately September through December. 
 
Other pertinent information: Students must maintain academic eligibility and 
demonstrate positive behavior in the classroom and at rehearsals. A student who serves 
an in-school suspension will be ineligible for 5 school days after serving the suspension.  
An out-ofÐschool suspension will result in the student being ineligible for 20 school days 
following her return. Students must make a commitment to the cast to be present at 
rehearsals and performances. 
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MATH COUNTS 
 
Time commitment: One or two hours, two to three days a week. 
 
Procedures for joining: Members are selected through scores on math tests and/or 
teacher recommendation. 
 
Description:  Students will strengthen math skills and be exposed to nonstandard, 
challenging math topics.   
 
Membership limit: Five students will be selected for competition. 
 
Duration: Mid-October to first week in February. 
 
Other pertinent information: Students can advance to state competition if they 
score well enough at regional competitions. 
 



17 

 
SCHOOL NEWSPAPER 

 
Time commitment: This varies based upon publication schedule generally. 
  
Procedure for joining: Students interested attend organizational an meeting and sign 
up. Students need to demonstrate positive behavior in the classroom and during 
meetings. 
 
Description:  Students determine topics for art icles to be submitted; plan layout and 
production; word process and edit text; determine distribution; obtain and evaluate 
feedback, then plan for next edition. 
 
Membership limit: Unlimited - No cut; everyone is welcome and is encouraged! 
 
Duration: October through May. 
 
Other pertinent information: Students need to be able to cooperate and work 
together to publish a quality newspaper that their classmates will find interesting and 
stimulating. Activity counts for NJHS. Many students go on to join the Stevenson 
newspaper staff. 
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STUDENT YEARBOOK 
 
Time commitment: One hour per week. 
 
Procedures for joining: Students fill out an application at the first general meeting to 
indicate their areas of interest. 
 
Description:  Students part icipate in the planning, layout, and caption writ ing for the 
yearbook. 
 
Membership limit: Unlimited - Everyone is welcome to help in the production of the 
yearbook. 
 
Duration: September through late April. 
 
Other pertinent information: Students need to demonstrate positive behavior in the 
classroom and while working on yearbook.   
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SCIENCE FAIR CLUB 
 
Time commitment: The hours vary according to topic and commitment of the student 
to this project.  Students may make appointments with the Science Fair Assistants for 
extra help after school. 
 
Procedures for joining: Teachers distribute a booklet to the students at the 
beginning of the school year with complete instructions regarding Science Fair.  The 
procedures are explained and suggested topics for projects are provided.  All science 
teachers go through the booklet with their students.  Students are encouraged to 
complete a project. 
 
Description:  Students will devise an experiment that will answer a scientific question 
they have posed.  The experiment must be measurable.  A background research paper 
and a complete report are written following the scientific method detailing the 
procedures used and the results. In addition, the student will prepare a board to 
present their hypothesis, research, and results.  Students will present their projects to 
the scientific community at the AJHS Science Fair. 
 
Membership:  Unlimited - all students are encouraged to do a project. 
 
Other pertinent information: Students will receive extra credit for their project.  
Projects that qualify will continue on to the Regional Science Fair.  Projects that qualify 
may continue onto the State Science Fair. 
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SCIENCE OLYMPIAD 

 
Time commitment: Students will spend approximately one hour every two weeks. 
 
Procedures for joining: Students are invited to an organizational meeting in October 
to sign up. 
 
Description:  Students part icipate in various hands on science activities such as the 
egg drop and paper airplane flying.  A team of 15 will compete in the Regional Science 
Olympiad. 
 
Membership:  Unlimited - all students may part icipate in the building activities, 
however a team of 15 students will be chosen to represent AJHS in competition. 
 
Other pertinent information: This is an opportunity for students with an interest in 
science to expand their knowledge and develop their scientific skills. 
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SPELLING BEE 
 
Time commitment: Two or three hours a week. 
 
Procedures for joining: Students compete in language arts classes and the finalists 
then compete to form a team of six students. 
 
Description:  Students are given a list of words that they may be required to spell in 
their competition.  Students are eliminated when then misspell a word.  The final six 
students compose the team, which will compete in a Regional Spelling Bee. 
 
Membership limit: A team is composed of five students plus an alternate. 
 
Duration: The Spelling Bee takes place in the spring. 
 



22 

YOUNG AUTHORS 
 
Time commitment: Students write essays, poems, or stories for the literary 
magazine.  Time depends upon the type of writing and each studentÕs own creativity. 
 
Procedures for joining: Any student may submit a piece of writing for consideration. 
 
Description:  Students submit writings, which are evaluated by the Language Arts 
Teachers. 
 
Membership limit: All students are welcome to submit writings. 
 
Duration: February through April 
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MARKET DAY WORKERS 
 

Time commitment: Two hours once a month. 
 
Procedures for joining: Students should attend an organizational meeting in 
September and sign up. 
 
Description:  Students help the PTO by assisting customers to their cars with their 
purchases.  
 
Membership limit: Unlimited - students who want to help are welcome. 
 
Duration: September through May. 
 
Other pertinent information: Students who work Market Day will split tips left by 
the customers.  Anyone helping must be polite and well mannered as they assist. 
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NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 
 
Time commitment: Students should contribute approximately 10 hours of service 
(prior to induction) as members of National Junior Honor Society. 
 
Procedures for joining: All students must achieve a minimum grade point average of 
3.5 cumulative for the first three grading periods.  Those students meeting this criteria 
must submit an application that indicates how they have met the criteria of leadership, 
character, scholarship, citizenship, and service.  The faculty will review the list of 
students who have submitted an application for membership.  Any student with a 
suspension (ISS or OSS) for the year are automatically prohibited from membership.   
 
Description:  Students must demonstrate the characteristics of service, character, 
citizenship, scholarship, and leadership consistently.  During the year, they will provide 
service to their school and/or community.  They will serve as role models for their 
peers.  The culminating activity for the year will be a ceremony in May to induct and 
honor those who have excelled during the school year. 
 
Membership:  Unlimited - based upon those who meet the criteria described above. 
 
Other pertinent information: Students need to maintain a 3.5 cumulative grade 
point average, have no in-school or out of school suspensions,  and demonstrate a 
positive attitude in the classroom and in activities. 
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SCHOLASTIC BOWL 
 
Time Commitment: Practices are until 3:45pm, twice per week and a few mornings 
from 7:00am to 7:30am. Meets run until approximately 5:00pm. 
 
Procedures for joining: Teacher recommendation and student interest. Tryouts run 
for approximately two weeks.  
 
Description:  Students part icipate in academic competitions by answering prepared 
questions or doing problem-solving within the core subject areas.  This activity is part of 
the Patriot Middle School Conference events.   
 
Membership limit: The team will consist of 20 players and some alternates. 
Depending on the number of students involved and their performance at practices and 
meets, they may have to rotate as contestants or not part icipate in a part icular meet. 
Alternates will play some meets, but not all. 
 
Duration: Early January through April 
 
Other pertinent information: Students must maintain academic eligibility.  A student 
who serves an in-school suspension will be ineligible for 5 school days after serving the 
suspension.  An out-of-school suspension will result in the student being ineligible for 
20 school days following his/her return. 
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STUDENT CORPORATION  

 
Time Commitment: Students will meet three to four times a 
month.  In order to allow students to participate in other after 
school activities, there will be some flexibility on attendance.      
 
Procedures for joining: Student Corporation members sign up in 
the fall.  However, all other students are invited to attend 
meetings and help with activities.  
 
Description: Student Corporation is an organization that allows 
students to be an integral part of the business community.  They 
work with local businesses to raise money for the D102 schools.  
Students involved in Student Corporation receive a tutorial on 
business fundamentals, such as advertising and marketing 
strategies.  
 
Membership:  Seventh and eighth grade students from Aptakisic.  
There will be an activity fee of $25.00, of which each member will 
receive an AJHS spirit wear t-shirt.  
 
Duration:  September through May.   
 
Other Pertinent information:  Student Corporation 
activities/accomplishments include; AJHS Spiritwear sale, 
Chocolate Rose sale, Lou MalnatiÕs pizza sale, Bake sale at CF 
walk, scholarship grants, AJHS student BBQ and other activities 
to be determined.. 
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
 
Time commit ment : Students who are involved in student council will 
meet at various times throughout the year, depending on the activity 
student council is working on. A large majority of  the 
meetings will be prior to school f rom 7:15- 7:35. 
 
Procedures f or joining: A ll students are welcome of  join student 
council. Meetings will start in early September where of f icers will be 
elected.  
 
Descript ion: Student Council is an organization that allows students 
to be an integral part of  providing community service. In the past 
students have raised money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 
Cystic Fibrosis and much more. Student Council members are also 
involved in other various community and school related activities. 
Lastly, Student Council members play a role in planning the pep 
assemblies at Aptakisic.  
 
M embership: UnlimitedÉ A ll students are welcome to join Student 
Council! 
 
Durat ion: September-  June 
 
O t her inf ormat ion: Student CouncilÕs objective is to reach out and 
help those in the community and District102. Students should consider 
joining if  they have an interest in serving their school and community. 
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SPRINGFIELD TRIP 
 
Time commitment: Two school days and one night 
 
Procedures for going: Fill out registration online/or send into Educational Tours.  I f 
there is a need for financial assistance, please contact a sponsor, Mr. Kuzniewski or Mr. 
Michels. 
 
Description:  This is an overnight trip to Springfield and the surrounding area. Seventh 
grade students visit our capitol city as part of the study of I llinois history and 
government.  Students are able to see our government in action, visit the home, tomb 
and presidential library of Abraham Lincoln, visit the I llinois Viet Nam Memorial, and 
other state landmarks.  The students spend the night at a hotel where they have a 
swimming party, DJ, and breakfast the following morning.   
 
Date of trip:  October (All 7th grade academic teams travel on the same dates) 
                       To be announced, typically the end of September or beginning of 
October 
                       (Thursday- Friday). 
 
Other pertinent information: This is a trip for all 7th graders.  I t serves to enhance 
the study of I llinois history and the working government.    
 



29 

 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. TRIP 

 
Time commitment: Four non-school days for trip to Washington, D.C. 
 
Procedures for joining: Each eighth-grade student fills out an application and submit 
to Educational Tours.  Students may be denied this privilege for behavior, as well as 
poor school attendance.  
 
Description:  Students will tour the national capital seeing sites such as the Holocaust 
Museum, Smithsonian, Arlington National Cemetery, Jefferson Memorial, Lincoln 
Memorial, and Viet Nam Memorial.  In addition, they will visit the Capitol Building, the 
National Archives, and an historic sight, such as Williamsburg or Gettysburg. 
 
Dates of the trip: T.B.A. 
 
Other pertinent information: There will be several fund-raisers to help defray the 
cost of the trip.  Students who have more than three detentions, in-school-suspension, 
or out-of-school suspension may be denied the privilege of going on this trip.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


